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II will ſcarcely be denied, that the 
|= 17 Conduct of the City of London, in 
Ty & all Exigenciesof a publick Nature, 
will ever have a great Influence 
in regulating the Behaviour of the 
reſt of the Kingdom, ſince the Deciſions of 
a Body of Men, ſo eminent for their Wealth 
and their Numbers, and who, reſiding in 
that City, which is the Seat of Government, 
have the principal Scene of Affairs conſtantly © 
in View, cannot but be received with fome * | ©, «8 
kind of Authority by thoſe, who otherwiſe 
being at a Diſtance from the Source of 3 
Management, may be tempted to diſregarf dg 
the contradictory Aſſertions and Repreſent aa 

tions framed by the Champions of either 
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fairly and impartially tranſmitted to the Pub- 
lick, and that due Honour may be done 
to that laudable Decency and ſingular Reſo- 
lution exerted on this Occafion, it has been 
thought proper to compoſe the preſent Nar- 
ration, in which it is hoped, that all the 
interesting Circumſtances of this important 
Event, are truly and diſpaſſionately related; 


and indeed it would be a matchleſs Degree 


of Impudence willfully to miſrepreſent theſe 
Proceedings, which have been tranſacted in 
the Preſence of ſo many Thouſands. 


The Election of a Lord-Mayor of the 
City of London, is principally (tho not 
ſolely) veſted in the Livery men of the ſaid 
City; for the Common- Hall, compoſed of 


the Liverymen, return two qualified Perſons 
to the Court of Aldermen, one of which is 


by chat Oourt nominated Mayor ; and the 
it is by ſome aſſerted, that it is not neceſſary 
that the Perſons teturned by the Common- 


Hall ſhould be Aldermen, yet, ſuch Confi- 
dence has the City uſually repoſed in its Ma- 


giſtrates, that the Livery have generally 
choſen the two Aldermen next the Chair, 
the eldeſt of which it has in like manner been 
cuſtomary for the Court of Aldermen. to no— 
minate to this high Office: And ſo few are the 

© Exceptions to this Method of Rotation, that 
it is now thirty- eight Years ſince the Citizens - 
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the Perſon nent to this Promotion according | 
to the uſual CourſeG. 
But notwithſtanding this: long A : 
cence in the Method of raiſing each Alder- 
man to the Chair according to his Seniority, 
the City, warm with Reſentment at the 
publick Behaviour of that Gentleman, Who 
this Year was next in Turn, reſolved to re- 
aſſume their ancient Right, and to teſtify 
to the Nation their utter Diſapprobation of 
a late Meaſure, by the Diſgrace they would 
thus fix on one, who had declared kimſelf 
zealous in the Support of it; and tho“ the 
Poſt- Office, the Cuſtom-Houle,: the Exciſe- 
_ Office, together with the three great Com- 
panies, and all the other Allies of the Frea- 
ſury, exerted themſelves with incredible 
Activity in his Cauſe, yet ſo great was the 
Virtue and publick Spirit of che Electors, 
that the utmoſt Efforts of theſe united Bands 
ſer ved only to proclaim to the whole Nation 
how low their Reputation and their Intereſt 
1s at preſent falle. 
On che 29th of September; the Day B 
for the Election, there was as great an Ap- 
pearance of Liverymen at the Guild Hall as 
has been remember'd on any paſt Occaſion, 
it being ſuppoſed that more than/rhree chou- 
ſand were there at that time aſſembled. The 
Recorder (as uſual) opened che Court with 
* Speech addreſs'd to the Citizens, in which, 
rnd _— forth to them the Dar and 
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1 mpontance of the Office they were now 
going to beſtow, and owning their undoubted 
Right to break through that regular Method 
of Promotion they had ſo many Tears ad- 
hered to, he yet ſeemed-to diſapprove their 
Reſolution to make uſe of it on this Occaſion, 
telling them, that whatever Grievances they 
might conceive themſelves burthen'd wich, 
they had a Right to lay them before the 
Throne, and aſſuring them that the Ears of 
our - moſt gracious Soveraign would be ever 
open to their juſt Apprehenſions ; by this 
endeavouring, as it ſhould ſeem, to recom- 
mend the petitioning his Majeſty as à more. 
regular and effectual Method of Redreſs, 
than the exerting their Zeal againſt a par- 
ticular Perſon that had offended them. He 
alſo told them, that our Complaints would 
now in all Probability be ſoon removed, and 
that nothing could hinder the Succeſs of the 
8 Meaſures taken for that Purpoſe, 
ut our own inteſtine Diviſions. On the 
cloſing of this Period, the Hall gave very 
fignal Marks of their. general. Diſapproba- 
tion, and were ſeemingly highly irritated 
that their exerting a Right Mr. Recorder 
had confeſsd to be veſted in them, and 
which their well- grounded Exceptions to 
the publick Behaviour of the next Candidate 
did ſo juſtly, authorize, ſhould be thus ſtig- 
matiz'd as a Proceeding that might prejudice 
_ thoſe Efforts we were now making for the 
Recovery of our national Honour, Mr. Re- 

| corder 
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 cordder on this prudentiy diſoontinued that 


diſtaſteful Subject, and changing the Purport 


of his Speech, he at laſt finiſhed with his 


Wiſhes, that in the Affair then before them, 
their Behaviour might be ſuch as moſt 
tended to the Honour and Welfare of the 
City. And for this Concluſion, he was 
zultly ſaluted uy: the Acdatnations of the f 
Hal . | 

When the Lord- Mayor . the Conty of 
PR Ag were withdrawn, the Common- 
Hall (as uſual). was left in the Hands of the 
two worthy Sheriffs, Mr. Alderman Heath- 


cote, and Sir John Lequeſue, Knight. And after. 


theſe Gentlemen had taken unuſual Precau- 


tion that none might be preſent, but ſuch as 


were really Liverymen, they proceeded to 
the Election; and on propoſing to the Hall, 
Sir George Champion, Knight and Alderman, 


Sir John Salter, Knight and Alderman, and 


Sir Robert Godſehall, Knight and Alderman, 
the three. Gentlemen next below the Chair, 
it appeared that Sir John Salter, and Sir 
Robert Godſchall, had a prodigious Majority 
of Hands, it being ſuppoſed by impartial 
Perſons, well ſkilled in theſe: Eſtimations, 
that Sir George Champion had not one fifth 
Part of the Number preſent ; however, a Poll 


was demanded by the Friends of Sir George 
Champion, which was opened at. Four that 
Afternoon, but was given up after it had 


continued about. half an Hour. Thoſe who | 


e on the Demand of a Poll, after ſo 


inconteſtable 
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5 George Champion, 
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1 jncenteſtable - a Deciſion of the Common- 
Hall, and on the precipitate Manner of throw- 
ing it up afterwards, were induced to believe 
that the whole was conducted by Orders from 
a certain diſtant Quarter; and that therefore 
in Conſequence of a poſitive Command, pre- 


viouſly iſſued from thenee, it was neceſſary 


to inſiſt on a Poll, till Leave could be procured 
from the ſame Place to give it ve. 


The Poll being thus deelined by Sir 
the Sheriffs adjourned the 
Hall till Monday the 1%. of Oktober; when 


being again aſſembled, they declared the 
| NS TTY on the Poll to ri as N 55 


For „ 
For Sir Robert Godſobhall, go 
For Sir "Gap Champion, 2% 


And then it was found. neceſſary IC EL to 
adjourn to the next Day, no Court of Alder- 


men being at that time ſitting, to whom the 


Report of the Saturday's Election could be 


made; but before this Adjournment was de- 


- Clared to the Hall, Mr. Glover (one of the 
| Liverymen preſent) aroſe, and addreſſing 
himſelf to the Sheriffs, he obſerved, that tho“ 


the Citizens there aſſembled, influenced by 


the moſt juſt and laudable Motives, had fer 


alide that Perſon, who, according to their 
uſual Method of Election, had Reaſon to 
expect the Mayoralty of the City, for the 


* Name 8 that their Proceedings 
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might be ted uniform, he thought i it 
reaſonable, that when they thus teſtified their 
Difpleaſure at the publick Behaviour of that 
Gentleman, they ſhould, with the ſame Una- 
nimity, pay their moſt grateful Acknow- 
ledgements to their four worthy Repreſenta- 
tives, for their ſteady Adherence to the true 
Intereſts of their Country in every Inſtance, 
particularly for their Oppoſition to the late 
Convention with Spain He alſo thought, 
that in the preſent Conjuncture of AGING it 
might be expedient, that the Inſtructions ot 
that Aſſembly ſhould acrompany their - 
Thanks; and Merc th a Paper, which he 
ſaid contained the Form of thele Thanks and 
Iaſtructions, he propoſed. it might be pub: 
 lickly read, and if (as he doubted not) it 
mould be approved of by the Gentlemen 
there preſent, that the Sheriffs might be de- 
fired to preſent Copies of it to their Repre- 
ſentatives, in the Name of the Commen- 
Hall. He added, that as he had received 
that Paper from ſeveral Gentlemen of che 
higheſt Conſideration in the City, it was at 

their earneſt Requeſt that he had 9 


to make this Motion. 

Lhhis being ſeconded by William Baus 5 
and approved of by the Hall, the Paper des 
livered by Mr. Glover was accordingly read, 
and received with, the loudeſt TO | 
aan Fro | 
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| mes of the City of London! in ibis 
: bo to exert our undoubted Right of E- 


the Court of Aldermen for the Year enſuing, 


worthy of that high and honourable Office, 
we did not take the ſame Opportunity of 
returning you our ſincere and hearty T hanks 


in à more particular Manner for your late 


Nation mult be now * convinced of the 
. ; Diſhonour, 
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"Eden pig Parſons, Eſqz e | 
We John Barnard, Xx. and Ad. and 
' Robert Willimot „E. Alderman, 088 
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; preſent Parliament. 85 


E tis Liverymen of the Cy ot of Low 
don, in Common-Hall aſſembled, in 


lecting two proper Perſons to be returned to 


ſhould be wanting both to you and ourſelyes, 
if, whilft we are ſhewing our juſt 'Reſentment 


by ſetting aſide one Perſon, whoſe Conduct 
we e ee, and whom "we judge un- 


for your general Conduct in Parliament; and 


Endeavours to preſerve us from the ruinous 
Conſequences we then too juſtly apprehended 
fm ul the Convention with Spain. 
And, tho? neither your Endea vours at that 
Pinie; nor the Interpofition of this City, had _ 
the deſired Effect, yet every Man in this 


— 


© Diſhonour, « as well as Danger, of thar far = Op 
Preaty. 4 
re on 8 5 deeply ſenfible- of the 5 
unhappy State of this Kingdom, from the I 
- imminent Miſchiefs which ſeem to threaten. 
uus from Abroad; and it is with great Grief 
: ve obſerve our excellent Conſtitution decli- 
ning in ſome Inſtances at Home: But when, 
3 the true Spirit and Vigour of aBrizifh Par- 
4 liament ſhall exert itſelf, we promiſe our- 
ſelves, thar, with the Divine Aſſiſtance, we 
' ſhall be equilly PRE from the Dangers 
= both. 
In a free and uncorrupted Aſſembly of 
$ our Repreſentatives conſiſts not only the Dig - 
nity, but even the Character and Eſſence of 
2 Parliament. It is of the higheſt Importance, 
that thoſe, whom we intruſt with an unre- 
ſtrain'd Power of making all Laws, affecting 
our Trade, Properties and Lives, ſhould be 
uninfluenced by any lucrative Conſiderations 
| whatſoever ; and yet, notwithſtanding ſeveral 
good Laws have been made to ſecure the In- 
dependency of the Houſe of Commons, how. 
| inſecure muſt that great Bleſſing be, from the 
Number of Placemen Wwho have already ae - - 
Footing there, and who may be ue 
bereafter by many more! 
It is therefore, as we apprehend, : abſolutely 
neceſſary, that ſome new and more effec- 
_ tual Proviſion ſhould' be made to reduce and 
limit their Number; and we require and 
inſiſt, chat you would uſe your utmoſt En- 
; . 


* 


4 


7 10 ) 
deavours to promote a Bill for that falutary 
Purpoſe, in Conjunction with ſuch Patriots 
as may be willing to join with you, and aſ- 
ſiſt you in this great and neceſſary Work. 
As the Nation has on many Occaſions found 


de happy Effects of applying to their reſpec- 


tive Repreſentatives, and: giving them proper 
Intent in Caſes of great Conſequence, 
as in particular with regard to the late per- 
nicious Exciſe Scheme, which was calculated 
for the Deſtruction of the Liberties of this 
Nation, which vile Attempt was by theſe 
Means defeated, ſo we are unwilling to entertain 
the leaſt Doubt of meeting with the ſame Suc- 
ceſs on this Occaſion : And as this is a Point 
on which the very Being of Parliaments, and 
the Proſperity of this Kingdom ſo = 
depend, we once more earneſtly require you 
to make it a previous Step to che Paſſing of 
any Money-Bill whatſoever. 


When the Shouts that followed the — 5 
of theſe Inſtructions were ſomething ſublided; 
Mr. Sheriff Heazhcote addreſſed himſelf to 


the Liverymen, and reminded them, that 
the worthy Gentleman who had delivered the 
Paper, and had moved for its reading, had 
at the ſame time alſo moved, that if, when 


read, it was found agreeable to the Sentiments 


of the Aſſembly, their Sheriffs might be de- 


ſiretl to preſent Copies of it to their Repre- 


ſentatives; he therefore aſked them if they 
e dan 1. S s and 0 this the. Aſ- 
0 : »2t*3- __ 
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ES, bf the aj was alclaed by the heattielt | 
and molt ſtrenuous Peals of Applauſe. i ; 
 S$lfence being again proclaimed, Mr. She= 
riff Heathrote a 1 econd Tune addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Citizens; and, complimenting thent * 
upon their Conduct in this Election, he told 
them, that they had aſſerted their Rights, and 
vindicared' the Honour of tlie City with Zeal, 
and had governed their Zeal with Temper; 
that this their decent Behaviour had ae 
then the general Approbation of the Inhabitants 
of this great City, and would inforce the 
Authority of the Example ſet forth by this 
Proceeding to the whole Kingdom; that the 
ſanie Zeal, regulated by the ſame Temper, _ 
could not fail of adding a Juſt Weight to 
every other Meaſure which they ſhould here- 
after think proper to take for the Preſervation 
and Welfare vs hemſelves and their Country. 
He then told them, that he muſt beg their 
Attention to an Affair, in his Opinion, of. 
the greateſt Conſequence, not only to the 
good Government and Happineſs of the City; 
but fo the univerſal Liberty of the Kingdom; 
that it was not unknown to them with how 
general à Conſent the Common-Council had 
agreed to the late Petition againſt the Con- 
vention, two only 'of chat Body diſſenting; 3 
that 'norijithſtanding” this almoſt unanimous 
Concurrence, there” were , thoſe amongſt the 
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Aldermen WhO 157 reſumed to move, that - 

it might be cruſt' d y, the Neg gative, veſted 

in their Court; that th 1s Attempt, ro deprive OE 
„ 0 2 the 


S 
f] 


1 12 "© 6 3 
the Citizens, of the moſt. valuable of their 5 
Rights, that of addreſſing themſelves to the 


| Legiſlature,. or the Throne, had ſo filled. os 


him with Appreheniions of the firal Uſe thar - 
mi ht one Day be made of that Power, that 
he Pad then labia to lay BY of the 175 - 
rtunity to endeavour at the repealing of 
OUR by which the e o the 5 
Majority of the Aldermè | ＋ 5 
Council, is neceſſary to the Acts of that Body; 
that he thought no Scaſon properer than the 
preſent for this Purpoſe; that if the Citizens 
entertain'd the ſame Dread of the pernicious 
Conſequences that might be apprehended in _ 


future Times, from the Exertion of this 


Pover of the Negative, that he himſelf did, 
it were a Procteding well ſuited to the 
enerous Zeal for Liberty they had now _ 
hewn to requeſt their Members beartily to at- 
tempt the repealing it; that he did not intend 
to move now for ſuch an Inſtruction, but 
held it decent to LPR it till the next 
Day, when the 


who, if they differed in Opinion from him 
as to the Expediency of taking it away, 
might Ppublickly urge their Reaſons; that 


in the mean time, he referred it to the Conſi- 


deration of the. worthy, Liverymen then pre- i 
ſent; adding, that, as an Alderman, he was 
now endeavouring to abridge his own Power; 


but that the Dangers which the future 
Abuſe. of this Power "TO ſubject us to, ap- 
3 peared 


0 
* 4 


5 
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ntlemen in whom the 
| Negative was lodged would be preſent, and 


| ( 13 J \ _ 
N to him lo terrible, that he ſhould 4. 1 
to be conſider'd as the meaneſt of Man- : 
kind, if he could but, for a Moment, put any 
Privileges of his own in Competition win 
what he believed to be of ſuch immediate 
Conſequence to the publick Liberty. * . 
concluded with addreſſing himſelf to Heaven 
for Protection in this critical and important 
Juncture; praying that the great God, who 
had ſo often and ſo miraculouſly deliver*d 
would ſupport, under the IIluſtrious Hos 
of Hanover, the Proſperity of this vaſt Me. 
tropolis; that he would. preſerve the Laws, 
the. Liberties, the Reputation, and the Com- 1 5 
merce of his Majeſty's Britiſo Dominiona, 
till the general final Diſſolution of the World; 
The reiterated Volleys of Approbation that 
attended this Speech being ceaſed, and the 
Thanks of the Citizens returned to their two - 
worthy Sheriffs for their candid and ĩmpar- 
tial Behaviour, as they had been before to 
Mr. Glover for his Moen; che Court was ad. 
d till the next Morning. 

The Hall being aſſembled on Tueſday che 
ober of October, and nearly as much crowd- 
ed as it was the preceding Saturday, the Lord- | 
' Mayor and Court of Aldermen having taken 
their Seats, it was declared, that Sir Jobs 
Salter, Knight and Alderman, was duly elect- 
ed Lord- Mayor for the Year en | The | 
Declaration and the cuſt peech being 
ended, a Gentleman of the Livery mov 


ns the IS. Queſtion, Sh *. | 


69 5 
1 his Place, *mit % ke: W che 
Hal: Ie) e ar 5 50 0 5% wk 
Ds: you "conſent Abel to erke e A 
Lott-Mayor't6'&alÞ a one een 
all eeheniént Speech in order to conf der 0 
a moſt dutiful and loyal” Addreſs to His 17 
jeſty on the preſent State f the, King. 
dom: An batt $5 4890110 206 03- TH ERGO PO 
This Queſtion being ſeconded by another” 
Liveryman, and ſeemingly deſired by * 
Hall, the Lord. Mayor. after a ſhort C 
wich che Gentleman that 'propoſed it, de- 
cliged to put it in Form; but at the fame 
time promiſed, that fe would call'a Comod ir 


Coaneil der dhe Purpoſe'therein mention'd.”” 7 


This Affair thus ended, Mr. Sheriff Fran. | 
te addreſſed himſelf 90 the Lord: Myor, f 
whe{nor attending to him, order'd"the Courr 
to De adjourn'd, and roſe himſelf ftom bie 
Chai. But ſo deſirous was the Aſſemibly to 
hear what the Sheriff had to ſay, and ſo load 
ther*Difipprobation-"of the Nawe 
that the Lord-Mayof, in Cömpliance p< 
their general *R&queſt; again ſeated himſelt, 
and ele Sheriff procteded ; and after” he hac 
repeated the Reaſons" thar had induced him 0 5 
diſapprove” of the Negative, and the Miſt 
chief that the Continuation of it might one 55 
Day®expele us to, lie added, that though 


poſſibly, in the Thott - Interval in” which this — 5 


Power had been ſettled, no Inſtance could be 


produced of the Abüſe of i it, yet he thought > 


an Aa to abuſe it wab/a-fufficien War 
| rant 
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continued it till it 


, 
1 vp firſt Abuſe might he fi 48 rk 


vent all future Efforts*for Redreſb ; that Mee 
neglecting to ſecure one a Le its ill 
Effects till we had felt them, w aan 
us to the vulgar Cenſure of that FOES r 
Shutiing the Stable door. aber” the St ie — 
Fele 5 that if the Ce moved by theſe 
Reaſons, did think it adviſeable- to. Aecipr 
the difannulſing of this Powet granted to mg 
Aldermen the. only poſſible Method of pr 
moting this good Work muſt be by the uh 
ſtructions of the Common Hall to their Re- 
preſentatives for that Purpoſe; ſince were 
ſuch Inſtructions moved in Common-Council, 
beſides the Exception of Self. Intereſt, which 
. would doubtleſs be urged againſt that Body, 
they would be told, 155 as they were not the 
Electòrs of our Re iu 1055 had no 
"Right! to direct e 15 after aff” e Al- 
derten would no doubt uaſh; with their 
negative Voice, all Prbcerdings intähdett to 
abridge their Power; and ſhould the Repre- 
ſentalwes th emnſelves, E Gd fag 
Cinch! attempt this Tafk,” ſuch an Attempt 
in. them would be cenſur'd* as arifing from 
K. Paſſi6n! for” popular Applauſe, Since then 
the moſt effectual, ny, the only practicable 
Merhock af proceeding on this Subject Was, 
Byltaking the Opinion of the Common-Hall 
"He "aflembled; he'had (drawn up the fol- 
e for that Purpoſe, which be 
0 £5 fe 5101 umd i "nk 
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bit "read himfſelr, and then 8 KATP 
the Lord- Mayor i to: * to che . 
Pf the proper Officer. | 


Db Queſtion be read Was as follews ; 


52 by a Clauſe in an AR of the 
eleventh Year of King George I. for 
: regulating Elections within the City of Lon- 
dun, (9c. it is enacted, That no Act, Order, 
or Ordinance. whatſoever, ſhall be made or 
_ paſſed i in the Common- Council of the ſaid City, 
without the Aſſent of the Mayor and Aldermen 
. Preſent at ſuch Common-Council, or the major 
Part of them - Do you good Men of the Li- 
3 now preſent require and inſtruct the Right 

onourable Micajab Perry, Eſq; Lord- Mayor, 
3 Par ſons, * Alderman, Sir John 
Barnard, Knt. Iderman, and Robert 
Willinat, Eſq; Almerman, your four. wor- 
thy Reproſenturives, to uſe their moſt ſtrenu- 
. ous Endeavours for repealing the laid Clauſe ? 


Mr. Sheriff. having read his Queſtion 
(which was received with general 7 5 
and renewed his Intreaty to the Lord 
chat it might be propoſed to the Hall by 
proper Officer, a Debate aroſe eB och 
| theſe Gentlemen, the Lord-Mayor complain- 
ing that he had not been previouſly acquainted 
with this Motion; that the neglecting to do 
this, was a Want of Reſpect to the Office he 
held chat the putting — a a Queſtion tothe 


: 


ee e 
Common-Hall, appeated 90 him without 
Precedent, and therefore he could not com- 
ply with it. However, Mr. Sheriff inſiſting 
on his Queſtion, there enſued a Silence, which, 
excepting the Interruption it frequently re- 
ceived from the general Cry of the Hall for 
the Queſtion, continued near half an Hour. 
At length the Lord-Mayor, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Livery, told them, that his Re- 
faſal to put the Queſtion aroſe, not from any 
Diſlike to it, but only from an Apprehenſion 
that ſuch a Proceeding would be irregular 
and unprecedented; that though the Queſtion 
had not heen formally propoſed, he was yet 
ſatisfied, from the Behaviour of the Aſſem- 
bly, that they did generally approve of it; 
and therefore he ſhould believe himſelf to be. 
fully inſtructed to. endeavour, the Repeal of 
the Negative, and doubted not but their three 
other worthy. Repreſentatives. would in.Jike 
manner acquieſce. in the apparent Diſpoſition 
of the Hall, without the Ceremony of a 
| Queſtion. . Then, turning to Mr., Sheriff 
Heaihcote,. he repeated his Complaints of 
the Diſreſpe& that had been ſhewn him, 
by thus bringing Queſtions. before that 


Aſſembly, without previouſly acquainting | 
him, the chief Magiſtrate, therewith ; ad- = 


ding, that he could not help believing 

that it had been dene with a premeditated 
View to injure his Character with the 
HPublick, by thus embarraſſing him with 
008.87 e vii girl 


yo long attended to 


4 7 ) 


\ 


him \ Th ime to ore on thelt NTT and 


: In Irtance. 


o this Mr. Sbeillf re lied, that he Was © 
e ſorry his Lord b mould ſuſpeck 
him of a Conduct ſo differenic froth his Teal In- 
tentions, and that ſincere Regard he had ever 
proſeſod for his Lordſhip's Virtues: That he 

is: Lordſhip's Beba- 

ur in that Houſe, in which they had many 
ears bs together; J and that he could do no 
leſs tha! n_teltify, that, in his Opinion, none 
exceeded his Lordſhip in their Attachment to 
the true Honour rand Welfare of their Country, 
and that none nor its Intereſts with 


more Zeal and A licatiop 3 and that he 


was: To well YES of his: Lordſhip's: 
Steadineſs in the Proſecution of the publick 
Cauſe, that it would be 4 great rief to 
his to find, that his Merit ſhould in any 


future Time ſuffer in the ublick. Opinion, 


ſince as ſuch a Change cond only be effect 


by Falſhoods. and M iſrepreſentations, it 


would neceſſarily prove e to . 
who ſhould be thus deceived ; this 
he his unfeigned Opinion 'of his Tant 

Worth, he begg*d him to believe, 


r ar bis neglecting to concert bis Motion 


with him before. hand aroſe not from any Mo- 


| tives that were perſonal to his Lordſhip ; that 


poſſibly he might have been to blame in 
not doing it, but if it were an Error, it 
was an Error of ns” only, and pro- 

ceeded: | 


(19) 
ceeded not from any Diſreſpect to his Lord- 
RO: That he was grieved not only to be 
ſuſ pected of 10 baſe an Intention, but alſo that 
he bſbould be ſuppoſed to be influenced in 
bis Endeavours to procure fo great 4 Good 
by ſo mean, and iſingenuous 4 Motive. 
hat ſince his Lordſhip had acknowledged 
the Opinion of the Hall to be in Support 
of che Queſtion, 'this' Affair might well be 
reſted on that Conceſſion, and it ſeemed no 
longer neceſſary to inſiſt on a mote formal 
Deciſion; and therefore he ſhould be fatisficd 
With what had been done with regard to his 
4 Motion: But that he might not be thought 
to have exerted himſelf” on this Occalion 
Vith mote Eagerneſs than the Importance 
of. the Subject required, he muſt beg Leave, 
in Defence of his own Character, more par- 
den to point out the extreme Miſchiefs 
to which che Power of the Negative might 
one Day expoſe not only the City, but the 
Nation: That it was well known that the 
moſt effectual Method which the Publick 
could at any time take to defeat thoſe per- 
nicious Schemes which deſigning Men are 
ſometimes forming againſt” the Liberty of 
this Country, was by addreſſing themſelves 
to the Legiſlature, or to the Throne ; that 
woe were all convinced of the falutary Effects 
os of ſuch a ' Proceeding in the Caſe of the late 
9 Exciſe, which was by this means 
principally prevented: But that how ſenſible 
-loever. 4 reſt. of the Nation might at any 
1 e time 
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Pabliek Meaſure, it was cuſtomary for them 
ta wait the Motions, of the City, it being 
preſumed, that the Inhabitants of the Me- 
pale, being preſent on the Scene of Action, 
would more accurately judge of the Con- 
juncture the moſt proper for their Applica- 
tion, than thoſe, who, by reaſon of their 
Diſtance, were liable to be deceived by im- 
| pert Informations: That therefore, if in 

future Times a corrupt and wicked Mi- 
--niſter ſhould- ariſe, who ſhould project the 
Deſtruction of, our Liberties, he need only 
ro. ſecure to his Intereſt a Majority of the 
»Gourt of Aldermen, and he would in a great 
\ meaſure baffle all that Oppoſition which has 
- hitherto ſo much embarraſs'd theſe iniquitous 
- Attempts; for he would by this means ef- 
{fectnally prevent all Petitions and Addreſſes 
from the City of London in their Corporate 
Capacity; and in the mean time the reſt of 
the Nation, waiting for their uſual Signal, 
would be naturally perſuaded, that as the 
City interpoſed not, their Alarms and Ap- 
-  prehenfions were in a great meaſure. ground- 
less 3 and thus, by the Exertion of the Nega- 


tive Power in the Court of Aldermen, the. 


Nation might be irrevocably inflav'd, and 
the moſt, abject Miſery entail'd on us and 


34 1 our Poſterity. Upon the cloſing of this 


«Speech, which was acquieſced in by the Citi- 

Zens preſent with the heartieſt and loudeſt Ap- 

wat the Lord-Mayor diſmiſs'd the Hall. 
Thus 


12 4 
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-Thus have I given an Account (an im- 
artial one I preſume) of the T ranſactions 
5 the Common Hall on theſe three memo- 
rable Days; but as there are different Opi- 


nions about the Regularity of ſome of theſe 
Proceedings, I thought it might not be un- 


acceptable to the Reader more fully to diſ- 
_ culs the Objections that have been made to 
the propoſing other Matters than Elections 
to the Determination of the Common-Hall; 
and 1 hope to make appear in the Courſe 


| - of this Diſſertation; that nothing has been 


now done but What is legal, and warranted 


* 


b the moſt indiſputable Precedents. 
That there are many Matters, en it 


would be extremely irregular to propoſe to 
the Diſcuſſion of the Common-Hall, will be 
readily granted; but in order to defend the 
Behaviour of the Liverymen at this Juncture, 
it is ſufficient to prove, that neither their 


agreeing to a Petition, or delivering Inſtruc- 


tions to their Repreſentatives (which is all 


that they have lately done) can at all incur 


1 the moſt diſtant: Change of Trregularity. 


The Right of an Engliſhman to peeixion 


bis Majeſty (and conſequently any inferior 
Magiſtrate) and of an Electot᷑ to inſtruct his 
Repreſentative, are the moſt valuable and 
intereſting of any we poſſeſs; they have often 
ſaved us, when almoſt” every other Right 
has been devour'd by arbitrary Power, and 


have been ſo eſteemed by the Legiſlature, 


nd confirmed to us in ſuch different Me- 


thods, 


5 ( 22 ) 
| thods, and at ſuck vafious Periods, that few 
uf our other Privileges can boaſt ſuch incon- 
teſtable Sanctions. Theſe. Rights then being 

veſted in every Perſon compoſing the Com- 
mon-Hall, which any one in particular, or 
any Number of them, may exert at any 
Time or Place they pleaſe, provided they 
ereate neither Riot nor Tumult; ſurely there 
cannot adhere to the Fabrick of Guild-Hall 
uch à deſpotick Charm, as ſhould brand 
with the Cenſure of Irregularity theſe. Pro- 
-rceedings, which as they were not enter'd on 
till the proper Buſineſs of the Hall was ended, 
would in every other Place be confeſs'd to 
be moſt ſcrupulouſiy regular and legal. When 
F reflect that choſe; who are loudeſt in charg- 
ing theſe Acts of the Common-Hall with 
lrregularity, muſt yet conſeſs, chat every 
Liveryman preſent did only exert an un- 
doubted Right veſted in him by the Laws, 
A muſt on I know not to what Circum- 
ſtance of Time, Place or Perſon, the Irre- 
gnularity can be imputed, ſince the proper 
the Day was previouſly finiſhed, 
and the whole was conducted Wich duch 
| „ Decenc . 5 
And this Charge particularly againſt, the : 
Common Fall, of having exceeded its Power 
i the Inſtances now 9 will appear 
5 — when we conſider with 
ho much greater Propriety the Right of in- 
ſtructing the Repreſentatives can be made uſe 
? there n any ee 
. 6: A 209-07 eee d eee 
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For the Common- Hall conſiſts of the Hody | 
of 'EleRors who make the Repreſentatives 5 : 
= whereas the other City- Aſſembly, the Com- 
mon- Council, are neither choſen by the Li- 
very, nor are obliged to be Liverymen them 
ſelves; and therefore they could not with De. 
_— intermeddle in an Affair of this; Na. 
If then the Common-Hall has no 
Right to deliver Inſtructions to its Repreſen- 
ratives, no other City-Aſſembly can pretend 
to it. And thus this illuſtrious Metropolis 
would be degraded from that common Privi- 
lege enjoyed by ſo many Thouſands of che 
alt of his Majeſty's Subjects, and which 
has been ſo frequently afferced by the moſt 

inconfidetable * dy ryan in the __ 
But whilſt our prebm FC Conflingion 

remains, and we are intruſted with the impor- 
tant Charge of electing a Part of the Legiſla+ 
ture, it ſhall not be in the Power of the de- 
luded, the prejudiced, or the venal, to ſtig- 
matiſe, as contrary to our Duty to our King, 
our Country, our Laws, Magiſtrates or 
Fellow - Citizens, thoſe 3 we ſhalt 
make to out Repreſentatives, about the Mea- 
ſures we eſteem neceſſary for the future Secu- 
rity of our ineftimable Liberty, whether theſe 
Declarations are made ſeparately or. jointly, 
Privately or publickly, in Aſſemblies pur- 
— convened, or in others, where the 
neſs of ſuch a Procedure may accidentally 
intervene. For the generous Efforts F * 
ree 


(44) 1 
Free People, endeavouring} by every honeſt 

Art, to ſecüre to their Poſterity-the glorious : 
Poſſeſſion bequeathed to them by their An- 
ceſtors, ſnall he regarded in all future Times 1 
with Veneration; whilſt the angry, impotent 
Cenſures of the credulous and corrupted ſhall . 
be buried in Oblivion, or ſhall be remembet'd 
only to perpetuate the Contempt and Execra- | 
tion = their Authors. 

As then the Proceedings of che Common 

Fall appear to have been highly reaſonable, 

' and in the ſtricteſt Senſe regular, we might 
well be ſpared the Labour of proving them 
agreeable to our former Cuſtoms, fince It; 
| ſhould ſeem that they are ſufficiently. war- 
ranted by their Propriety. But as amongſt 
the various Characters of which M ankind 
conſiſt, there are Numbers that think nothing 
expedient (however unexceptionable and ne- 
ceſſary it may otherwiſe appear) unleſs it can 
be proved to have been practiſed before fi 


for the ſake of theſe Gentlemen, we wi 
amply convict; of Raſhneſs and Falſhbod, 
that vulgar: Aſſertion of late ſo confidently 
promulged . that the propoſing to the Com- 
% mon- Hall other Matters than thoſe, of the | 
„Election for which they are convened, is i 
<< altogether without Precedent.“ 
And here, not to burthen the . 
mg a _ Glee. __ the e oy 
» That the Reader 3 not t have the Trouble . 


_turnin to gk various Originals in which theſe Tranſ- 
2 9 59% ANY 


| 2 5 3 : 
| Feit © 1 Which in IR laſt * 
dred Years have been diſcuſſed in the Com- 
mon. Hall, ſuch as controverted Rights, the 
Power of the Privy, Council in the Affairs of 
the City, Anſwers made by the King to City- 
Petitions, Letters written by the King expreſſy 
to the Common-Hall,® Limits of Juriſdic- 
tion of the City Magiſtrates,* on which Head 
even Council have been there produced. Not 
to inſiſt on theſe and many more miſcellaneous 
Acts of the Common- Hall which our Hiſto- 
ries furniſh us with, we will confinè ourſel ves 
pre pally to. Precedents that are fimilar o 
ur late Proceedings. 

In the State Tracts publiſhed (as is alkerted 
in the Title- page) to ſhew the Neceſſity, and 
clear the Legality of the late Revolution, 
there occurs (p. 1 3 t, N the eng 

Narration: Nos 15 | 


c FN che ilch of E 1680-1, 
ds the City of London aſſembled 1 
„ Common-Hall, conſiſting of ſeveral 80 
« ſand Liverymen, having, by an unanimous 
Voice, elected their old Repreſentatives, 
be returned them their Thanks in 3 Paper 
te there publickly read and approv d of with 
"TM general Confent. of 


actions occur, we hg hore inſerted boch . as are to 
be found in Maitland's Hiſtory of London; a Book in al- 
moſt every one's Hand; and the following Numbers do 
1 4 refer to the Pages of that Author. 
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To the Hotioured Sir Robert Clayton, Nut. 
Thomas Pilkington, Ader man, Sir Tho- 
mas Player, Kut. and William Love, E/ 
late (and now choſen}. Members of Paylia- 
men for this honourable City of London. 
e E the Citizens of this City in Common 
« VV Fall afſsmbled, having experienced 
ec the great and manifold Services of you our 
Repreſentatives in the two laſt Parliaments, 
a by your faithful and unwearied Kndeayours | 


, to ſearch into and diſcover the Depth 


e the horrid and helliſh Popiſh Plots; to 

„ preſerve his Majeſty's royal Perſon, the 

% ProteftantReligion, and the well- eſtabliſh'd 
Government of this Realm; to ſecure the 

% Meeting and Sitting of frequent Parlia- 
& ments; to aſſert our undoubted Rights of 


44 Petitioning, and to puniſh ſuch who would 


et have betrayed thoſe Rights; to promote 
* the 1  long-wiſh'd for Upian 
«+ amongſt all his Majeſty's Proteſtant Sub- 
"BY jects z to repeal the 35th of Elizabeth, 
<« and the Corporation-Act; and eſpecially 
for what Progreſs hath been made towards 
the Excluſion of all Popiſh Succeſſors, and 
particularly James Duke of York, whom 
«© the Commons of England, in the two laſt 

% Parliaments,” have declared, and we are 

% greatly ſenſible is the principal Cauſe of 


all the Ruin and Miſery impending on theſe 


«© Kingdoms im general, and this City in 
„particular. For all which, and other your 
* ap} | «6 CON 


— — —— 


(on) 
& conſtant and faithful Management of 
„ our. Affairs in Parliament; we Af and 
* return to you our maſt hearty Thanks, be- 
<« ing confidently aſſured, th you will not 


* 


6 conſent to the granting ai Money. Supply 
s untill you have effectually | curꝰd us againſt 
«© Popery and Arbitrary Power; reſolving, 
«© (by Divine Aſſiſtance) in Purſuance of the 
& Tone Ends, to ſtand * _ ww our Lives 


Ert dad Fortunes. f 7 


% And likewiſe dene was been W 
=» « Pin directed to the Sheriffs, purporting 
« their Thanks to the ſeveral noble Peers for 
« their late Petition and Adviee to his 1 
« « Jelty, which was as allows.” e pie 
7 the Worſhi 72 Slin gfby Bethel, _ iy 
. Corniſh, fqrs; Sheriffs wh we om of 
London and Weſt minſter. 


E the Citizens of the hid City in 
by Common-Hall aſſembled, having 
* = and diligently peruſed the, late Petition 
and Advice of ſeveral noble, Peers of this 
«+ Realm to his Majeſty, whoſe Foun we 
„ humbly conceive are (in, this, unhappy 
ig Juncture) highly ſeaſonahle and; greatly 
« tending. to the Safety of theſe Kingdoms; 
e we do therefore make. it our earneſt Re- 
s queſt, that you (in the Name of this Com- 
„ mon- Hall, will return to the Right Honou- 
. " the art of 7 * fo ERP 
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. the telt I ible noble Piers "—u grateful 
bo Acknowledgment of this Aſſembly.? 1 


+ <6 Which being read and approved of by. 
% general Acclamation, the Sheriffs 
<<. promiſed to give their Lordſhips the Thanks 
0 of the Common-Hall,, In P urſuance of iir 
55 Requeſt. e bi. 7} 01 n 


Let now thoſe wha are loudeſt i in condemn- 
ing our late Proceedings ſtand forth; and — 
their Cenſures may be conſiſtent, let them de- 
clare the Behaviour of the Common- Hall, in 
the Inſtance here quoted, to have been raſh 
and irregular: And when they ſhall, have thus 
branded the Efforts of their Fore fathers to 
ſeeure their Religion and Laws from the im, 
pious Attempts of an abhorred Miniſtry, into 
whoſe Hands the then indolent Prince had as 
it were reſigned his Power, we ſhall then be 
enabled more accurately to determine what 
Authority is due to ſuch proſtituted Judgments⸗ 
In the mean time, not to fatigue the Reader 
with a tedious Recital of alf the other Prece- 
dents of this kind that are to be met with in 
our H iſtories, we will only produce one more, 
which is indeed a deciſive one, and in which 
it will appear, that the Common-Hall have 
not always confined themſelves to the inſtruct. 
Ing their own Repreſentatives, or addrefling 

their own Magiſtrates, but that they have 
ſometimes interceded ith the Legiſlature for 
the procuring of new Laws of the moſt ex. 
tenſive and intereſting Nature. 5 
The 
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The Fact, I wall here refer to, occurs m 


the Journal of the Houſe of Commons, in 
the Year 1689, and is in ſhort; as follows: 
The Citizens of London, in Common- 


Hall aſſembled, for theo: Election of 
Sheriffs, did, at the ſame time, agree to a 
Petition to the Houſe of Commons; and or- 


dered their Sheriffs and oy Comtnbeny Serjeant 
to preſearaty, o 2000 og cons ane 
_ oF his Petition ſet forth inte eg That 

« the Body Repreſentative of the City of 
London, in the Eee aſſembled, 


£ Sund not but, with all Thank fulneſs, 28. 


knowledge the infinite Mercies of i Almighty 


God, the: heroic: Courage and excellent Con | 


duct of his then Majeſty, and the Wiſdom 
and Counſel of their. Honours, -wheteby the 


Rights and Liberties of the Petitioners; and 


the very being of Juſtice and Peace had been 


ſo wonderfully preſer ved; but they expreſſed 


their Apprehenſions: of the Dangers 1mpen- 


ding over the Egli Church and State, from 


the Endeavours of the Papiſts to animate the 
various Denominations of Proteſtants againſt 
each other, thereby making them to promote 
their own Deſtruction, They then pray'd 
[that the ancient Privilege of the City to chuſe 
its M agiſtrates might be ſecured from all fu- 


ture Doubts; and that for this Purpoſe, the 


Bill for-reſtoring Corporations to their Rights 
might be perfected; and as the Conſpiracies 


of the Papiſts, and the threatned Invaſion 


from iT, did render the united Force 1 
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” 30 
all the Proteſtants rn neceſſary, they 
did therefore farther pray, That our moſt 
hs racious King may be freed from che Re» 
nts of uſing his Proteſtant Subjects in- 
66 differently in his military or civil Services, 
according to their ſeveral Qualities and 
4 Abilities, wherewith God Almighty, Na- 
ture, Education, and IRE had en- 
« dowed them 8 
This Petition, purſuant to the Order of 
the Common-Hall, was, next Day June 25, 
preſented to the Houſe by the two Sheriffs, 
And the common Serjeant; but as it was net 
_ Gigned by any Perſon, it was returned to 
them again, upon which they withdrew and 
. 80 it themſelves 1 in the n Mann: 


XV E the Sheriffs of the City of Tinkes, 
and County of Afddleſex, with the 
common Serjeant, were Yeſterday ordered 
by the Citizens of London, in Common-Hall 
aſſembled, to preſent to the honourable Houſe 
; a Commons this Petition, June 25, 1699. 


8 . 3 Humph „ 8 5 
Wee de | NE. 7 
5 Jobn Fleet. 
T he Packion thus: ſigned being re- deliverec 
44 d e Houle, tby Mr. common 
Serjeant, a Debate aroſe 8 the Petition 
ſhould be read as thus ſigned; and the Queſ- 
tion being put, it _—_ in "we EE, 
am 1745 9 Sa aj” 
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"And from hence it appears, not only that 
the Common-Hall, when aſſembled for the 
Election of Magiſtrates, have done other 
Acts no ways connected with that Election 
mg to what has lately been fo confi- 
dently aſſerted ;) but alſo, that in the Opi- 
nion of the Houſe of Commons, they have 
a Right ſo to do, It alſo follows from 
bence, that the Common-Hall, like 4 Cor- 
poration, has a Right of Petitioning, and 
ordering that Petition to be delivered by pro- 
per Officers, on whoſe Atteſtation only, 
without being figned by Particulars, the Pe- 
tition is to be conſidered as the Act of the 
Wgzge___ TO e ee 
And this Deciſion of the Houſe of Com- 
mons will receive an additional Sanction, 
when it is remember'd, that it was this 
| Houſe of Commons, that after cenſuring the 

arbitrary Proceedings of the paſt Reigns, and 
alſerting our ancient Rights, did fo chear- 
fully concur in N the imperial Crown 
of theſe Kingdoms to the Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Orange, and who afterwards (ſwayed 
in ſome meaſure, doubtleſs by this Petition 
of this powerful City) did agree to an Act 
for the Toleration of Proteſtants, an Act 
which has fince ſo ſignally contributed to the 

Wealth, Peace and Happineſs, of the Inha- 
JJJö;—ÿã/ .. 
III does it become thoſe, who are ever 
profeſſing their Veneration for the Revolution, 
And who are fo immediately intereſted __ 
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become any of theſe Gentlemen to accuſe, 


Ke 


AR ot WEIS that their Enemies Jive | 
accuſed them, of facrificing to it the dear 


Rights of their Fellow- Subjects; 111 does it 


as unwarranted and illegal, the late Acts o 
the Common: Hall, which were ſo far ſhort 
of that which, in Imitation of this glorious 


er they had a Right 0 do on this 


on. 
Before I, 8 7 chil Sobject, 1 : 
muſt beg Leave to make a few Obſervations 
on the Apprehenſions many pretended to en- 


| 6 nth that the late Election would have 
diiſturbed the Peace of the City; for tho? Ex- 
: © ey has ſhewn theſe Fears to be ground- 


is, yet it may not be altogether uſeleſs, wit 
regard to our future Conduct, to be ſatisfied 


200 the Vanity of ſuch 0 f Terrors. 


And in the firfl, place, I ſuppoſe it will 
be granted me, that the Frights of the m 


Puſillanimous extended not farther than the L 
Eꝛxpectation of inflammatory Speeches, angry 


Debates, and. Paſſionate Reproaches; for t; 


believe "that at this Time of Day, real an | 


effective Violence could take Place, 5 F 
betray. an extreme Ignorance of the | 
State of the City, and an Al ene Bic Piffi- 
dence in our preſent worthy Magiſtrates. |, 
Thoſe, who cenſure the Animolity that fre- 


quently attends Elections as diſorderly. and 
.miſchievous, . ought, at the ſame time to cen- 


ſure our Conſtitution, chat has wiſely lodg'd 
the Right of Election in bach numero 


Hands; 


73A 5 


ta). 
Hands; e Cenfors think it reafon- 


able to "elect a Perſon, who is otherwiſe diſ- 
approved of, in order to prevent theſe Con- 


teſts, they do by that confeſs, that in their 
Opinion the Preſervation of this languid, 
. ſtupid State of Things, which they are pleaſed 
to ſtile Peace, is of more Importance than 


the Rights of Election veſted 1 in the Hands | 


of the People. 

But I fhall endeavour to ſhew, that 5 
ever diſpleaſing and inconvenient theſe Con- 
teſts may ſometimes prove, they are in gene- 
ral ſo far from being hurtful to the Publick, 
that they are on the contrary of the moſt 
ſalutary Influence, and that the Benefits ariſing 
from them are not the leaſt of the many 


we derive from our envied Freedom. 


For in honeſt Men theſe Diſputes, tho? 
begun with Party Heat, do yet by degrees 
tend to rectify their Judgments, faſhjon their 


Opinions, and purge their Minds of Preju- 


dices; fo that if Intereſt intervene not, their 
partial Eſtimation of publick Merit is at laſt 
eradicated, and a more unerring Standard is 


eſtabliſhed in its room; the Maxims which 


from their Childhood have paſſed with them 
for inconteſtable, they now diſcover to be 
ridiculouſly fallacious, and from hence they 
are taught Moderation in their Cenſures, 


Thus Reaſon daily triumphs on the Ruins of 


Authority, and what was originally a blind 
and bigotted Paſſion for the Intereſt of a 
Party, is by Length of Time meliorated 
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